
The Metro Atlanta Region began as a transportation
hub.  Since the zero mile marker was hammered into
the ground designating the Western and Atlantic
Railroad line, Atlanta has looked toward the future and
planned for greatness.  From its beginning as the
intersection of two railroads, Atlanta’s ability to grow
and thrive has been based on its transportation systems.

Metro Atlanta’s Northwest Corridor, stretching between
the Midtown area in Fulton County and Kennesaw in
Cobb County, has long been one of the busiest, fastest
growing, and most economically important areas in
the Southeast.  A leader in diversity, regional population,
and job growth, the corridor is also recognized as
being progressive with regard to innovative land use
and transportation planning.  This forward thinking is
demonstrated by initiatives led by Community
Improvement Districts, Transportation Management
Associations, Cobb Community Transit, and Metropolitan
Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority.

Cobb County is a vibrant county nestled on the northwest
edge of Metro Atlanta.  Once a part of the Cherokee
and Creek Nations, the State Legislature passed an
act in 1832 that created Cobb County.  Today, Cobb
County is one of the fastest growing counties in the
nation.  Because of this expansion, the County has
been faced with the challenge of preserving its past
while preparing for the demands of future growth.

Cobb County is a diverse area that is comprised of
affluent households and major employers.  It is home
to 155 international firms, many of whom have located
their headquarters there.  Most of the corporations are
in the service industry, with numerous employers in the
retail and manufacturing industries as well.  The two
major employment centers in the County are located
in the Cumberland/Galleria (the “Platinum Triangle”)
and Town Center areas, at the junction of major
interstates.

The Northwest Connectivity Study examines alternatives
for improving transportation connectivity between
activity centers within the corridor, including Midtown
Atlanta, Atlantic Station, West Paces/Cobb Parkway,
Vinings, Cumberland/Galleria, Marietta, Smyrna, and
Town Center.

QUICK FACTS ABOUT THE
NORTHWEST CORRIDOR

Age

The median age is 33 years

38% of the population is between 22 and 39

27% of the population is under 18

9% of the population is over 65

Race

African- Americans make up 26% of the population

Hispanics make up 10% of the population

Asian population makes up over 3% of the population

Caucasian population has decreased over the last
decade, while the Hispanic and Asian populations
have increased

Population

Total population is approximately 400,000

Population increased less than 10% in the 1990’s

Most of the population lives in unincorporated areas

Local Economy

Per capita income is $34,377

Median household income is $63,100

33% of residents are college-educated

Housing

70% of the housing units are single family homes

Average household size is 2.64 persons

95% of the housing stock is occupied

68% of residents own their homes, 32% rent

Average home price is $204,770

Average rent is $674 per month

(These statistics represent information
 for the Northwest Corridor.)(These statistics represent information for Cobb County.)




