
The New Starts Program is the federal government’s
primary means of supporting local “fixed guideway”
transit projects.  Examples of fixed guideway transit
projects include rapid rail, light rail, commuter rail, people
movers, and exclusive facilities for buses and other high
occupancy vehicles (such as bus rapid transit).  Fixed
guideway projects seeking New Starts funding must
emerge from a locally driven, “multimodal” transportation
planning process.

There are three key steps in the FTA’s New Starts planning
and project development process:

1. Alternatives Analysis and Preliminary Engineering
Potential New Starts projects must be analyzed, along
with other viable alternatives, to address the mobility
needs of any given corridor.  This provides decision
makers with the information needed to make the best
possible choice.

2 Project Justification
Justifying a project enhances the opportunities for
projectfunding.  For this project, critical issues to submit
for consideration include the specific need or needs the
project will address, whether the project improves mobility
or reduces congestion, and whether it supports future
land use.  Additional considerations include the cost
effectiveness of a new system compared to an existing
system, and whether the project improves air quality.

3. Local Financial Commitment
The FTA requires that localities seeking New Starts funding
demonstrate financial commitment to that project through
stable and reliable Capital and Operating Financing
Plans, as well as locally shared project costs.
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ARC Atlanta Regional Commission
CAAA Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990
CCT Cobb Community Transit
CMAQ Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement

Program
CST Construction
DNR Georgia Department of Natural Resources
EPA U.S.  Environmental Protection Agency
EPD GA   Environmental Protection Division
FHWA Federal Highway Administration
FIP Federal Implementation Plan
FTA Federal Transit Administration
GDOT Georgia Depar tment of Transpor tat ion
GRTA Georgia Regional Transportation Authority
HOV High Occupancy Vehicle
ISTEA Intermodal Surface Transportation Equity Act of

1991
MARTA Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority
MPO Metropolitan Planning Organization
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act
PE Preliminary Engineering
PI Public Involvement
RDP Regional Development Plan
ROW Right-of-Way
RTP Regional Transportation Plan
SOV Single Occupancy Vehicle
STIP State Transportation Improvement Program
TCM Transportation Control Measure
TDM Transpor ta t ion  Demand Managemen t
TEA-21 Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century
TIP Transpor ta t ion  Improvemen t  P rogram
TMA Transpor tation Management Association
VMT Vehicle Miles Traveled



Transportation needs forged the founding of Atlanta.
Since its beginning in 1837 as a railroad hub named
Terminus, transportation has impacted the ever expanding
Atlanta region.  Although the region continues to thrive,
economic prosperity and unplanned growth have also
resulted in serious air quality issues and severe traffic
congestion.  Transportation planning will help solve many
of these crucial  growth-re lated chal lenges.

The goal of transportation planning is to improve the
efficiency of transportation, and thus enhance human
access to goods and services.  The Atlanta Regional
Commission (ARC) is the federally designated Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) for the 13 counties within
the Atlanta region.  The ARC creates a 25-year Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP) that consists of long-range
objectives comprised of multi-use transportation initiatives.
 From the RTP, the ARC creates the Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP).  The TIP allocates federal
funding for use in construction of the highest priority
transportation projects during the next 3 years.  It is
mandated that the TIP must conform to the long-range
goals of the RTP and it must be financially balanced.

The Georgia Regional Transportation
Authority (GRTA) was created by the
Georgia General Assembly in 1999

to provide leadership to those counties that were in
nonattainment of the
federal Clean Air Act
standards and to assist
in the counties’ efforts
to solve At lanta’s
increasing congestion
a n d  a i r  q u a l i t y
problems.

In order to address
these critical goals,
GRTA established its
mission to provide the
citizens of Georgia with transportation choices, improved
air quality, and better land use, thereby enhancing quality
of life and promoting sustainable growth for all Georgians.

GRTA works in concert with a number of planning agencies,
including the ARC, the State Road and Tollway Authority,
the Georgia DOT, and more than 80 governments in the
13-county non-attainment area. To this end, GRTA is pursuing
a number of projects under its Statewide Transportation
Choices Initiative program that will ensure the healthy future
of Atlanta’s transportation system.  These programs will
protect the quality of life and sustainable growth benefits
that flow from effective transportation planning.

Begun in February 2002, the Northwest Connectivity Study
is one such initiative. This study is being conducted within
the Regional Transportation Planning (RTP) process, and
the even broader federal context of the Federal Transit
Authority’s (FTA) New Starts Program.  The purpose of the
Northwest Connectivity Study is to develop strategies to
improve transportation connections between activity centers
within the northwest corridor, including Midtown Atlanta,
Cumberland/Galleria and Town Center.

Addressing the transportation needs of the Atlanta Region,
whether short-term or long-term, presents considerable
challenges.  One such challenge is to determine the “locally
preferred alternative” for Metro Atlanta’s Northwest Corridor.
The successful completion of this effort will involve an
exhaustive transportation planning process, extensive public
input, and a thorough environmental impact analysis.

GRTA AND
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN
(RTP)

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
IN ATLANTA

The responsibility for the RTP falls on the Atlanta Regional
Commission.  To reflect changes within the Region, the
RTP is updated every three years. This update process
includes the fol lowing major components:

• Public Involvement – Involving the public is a
crucial element throughout the entire process, since
we are all impacted by transportation decisions.

• Goal Development – Developing a set of clear
and measurable regional transportation goals is
paramount to the process.

• Needs Assessment – Understanding and measuring
the short and long-term needs of the transportation
system will be facilitated by a needs assessment.

• Scenario Development – Developing a variety of
alternatives will assist addressing the needs of the
transportation system.

• Scenario Analysis – Testing and evaluating
alternative scenarios will support the RTP goals.

• Scenario Selection – Selecting the preferred
scenarios that best serve the identified needs and
goals will clearly define feasible alternatives.

• Financial Analysis – Developing viable strategies
and accurate financial forecasts to fund the
scenarios will be accomplished.

• Air Quality Analysis – Analyzing the chosen
scenarios will ensure attainment to the National
Ambient Air Quality Standards and conformity to
the motor–vehicle emissions budget.


