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Case Study: San Diego, CACase Study: San Diego, CA
San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) MPO  San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) MPO  
-- 18 cities, 1 county18 cities, 1 county

MOBILITY 2030 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) MOBILITY 2030 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) ––
adopted in 2003adopted in 2003

Regional transportation planning agency controls Regional transportation planning agency controls allall
projects within that region using State or Federal funds projects within that region using State or Federal funds 
(per statewide legislation)(per statewide legislation)

All RTP projects are subject to an evaluation process All RTP projects are subject to an evaluation process 
–– Regional Arterial System Regional Arterial System 
–– Regionally Significant NetworkRegionally Significant Network
–– Highway Corridor Project Highway Corridor Project 
–– Freeway Connector Study Freeway Connector Study 
–– Transit Services ProjectsTransit Services Projects
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Regional Arterial Network is based on: Regional Arterial Network is based on: 
–– Critical Link (multiCritical Link (multi--jurisdictional), Population, Employment, jurisdictional), Population, Employment, 

Activity Centers, Future Traffic, Regional Transit Vision, Activity Centers, Future Traffic, Regional Transit Vision, 
IntermodalIntermodal

Project types include:Project types include:
–– Traffic signalization, Roadway widening, Roadway extensions, Traffic signalization, Roadway widening, Roadway extensions, 

Medians, Grade separation, Access controls, Bikeways, Medians, Grade separation, Access controls, Bikeways, 
Pedestrian treatments, Transit signaling, lanes or stopsPedestrian treatments, Transit signaling, lanes or stops

Land use eligibility criteria:Land use eligibility criteria:
–– ““Only projects located in a City/County that has adopted a Only projects located in a City/County that has adopted a 

resolution in support of Smart Growth consistent with the resolution in support of Smart Growth consistent with the 
principles outlined in REGION2020 (economic prosperity, principles outlined in REGION2020 (economic prosperity, 
transportation choices, increase housing supply, protect transportation choices, increase housing supply, protect 
environment, fiscal reform) are eligible.environment, fiscal reform) are eligible.”” –– SANDAG MOBILITY 2030 RTPSANDAG MOBILITY 2030 RTP

Regional Arterial SystemRegional Arterial System
Project Evaluation CriteriaProject Evaluation Criteria
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Smart Growth   
24 points

Housing Element   
16 points

Total – Land Use       
40 of 300 points       

or 13%

Regional Arterial SystemRegional Arterial System
Project Evaluation CriteriaProject Evaluation Criteria

Source: SANDAG MOBILITY 2030 RTP
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Smart GrowthSmart Growth-- Qualitative:Qualitative:
–– Ability to encourage compact, efficient, and environmentally Ability to encourage compact, efficient, and environmentally 

sensitive pattern of development that provides people with sensitive pattern of development that provides people with 
additional travel, housing, and employment choices  additional travel, housing, and employment choices  

–– Ability to focus future growth away from rural areas and closer Ability to focus future growth away from rural areas and closer to to 
existing and planned job centers, transit areas, and public faciexisting and planned job centers, transit areas, and public facilities lities 

–– Project proximity to population, employment and major activity Project proximity to population, employment and major activity 
centerscenters

Smart GrowthSmart Growth-- Quantitative:Quantitative:
–– a) Mode Connectivity a) Mode Connectivity (one point for each mode type)(one point for each mode type)
–– b) Project supports existing or planned intensification or mixedb) Project supports existing or planned intensification or mixed use use 

in RTV station area or major activity center. in RTV station area or major activity center. (supports (supports –– full 7 points)full 7 points)

Housing ElementHousing Element-- only Quantitative:only Quantitative:
–– City/County has state or selfCity/County has state or self--certified Housing Element? certified Housing Element? (Yes 16, No 0)  (Yes 16, No 0)  
–– State of California has established minimum statewide goals for State of California has established minimum statewide goals for 

affordable housing and is updated every two yearsaffordable housing and is updated every two years

Regional Arterial SystemRegional Arterial System
Project Evaluation CriteriaProject Evaluation Criteria
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Regionally Significant Regionally Significant 
Transportation NetworkTransportation Network

Network provides essential mobility Network provides essential mobility 
throughout regionthroughout region
Includes highest priority projects for fundingIncludes highest priority projects for funding
Transportation system types include:Transportation system types include:
–– Regional Arterials Regional Arterials 
–– Highway Corridors Highway Corridors 
–– Freeways Freeways 
–– Transit Services Transit Services 
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Arterial Evaluation Criteria for designation into Network:Arterial Evaluation Criteria for designation into Network:
–– Critical LinkCritical Link
–– ConnectorConnector
–– Population Population 
–– Employment   Employment   Land Use Related CriteriaLand Use Related Criteria
–– Activity CentersActivity Centers
–– Future TrafficFuture Traffic
–– Regional Transit ServiceRegional Transit Service
–– IntermodalIntermodal

Fewer projects and higher likelihood to get fundedFewer projects and higher likelihood to get funded

Cities and Counties prioritize projects through local Cities and Counties prioritize projects through local 
transportation planning processtransportation planning process

Regionally Significant Regionally Significant 
Transportation NetworkTransportation Network
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Smart Growth      
3.75 points

Employment/ 
Education Centers  

3.75 points

Total – Land Use       
7.5 of 100 points 

or 7.5%

Highway CorridorsHighway Corridors
Project Evaluation CriteriaProject Evaluation Criteria

Source: SANDAG MOBILITY 2030 RTP
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Highway CorridorsHighway Corridors
Project Evaluation CriteriaProject Evaluation Criteria

““Serving Major Employment/ Education AreasServing Major Employment/ Education Areas””
defined as: defined as: 
–– ““Existing or planned major college or university within one mile Existing or planned major college or university within one mile of of 

the highway corridor or greater than five employees per acre the highway corridor or greater than five employees per acre 
density within one mile.density within one mile.””

““Serving Smart GrowthServing Smart Growth”” defined as: defined as: 
–– ““At least two percent of the existing or planned land use within At least two percent of the existing or planned land use within 

one mile of the highway is designated as smart growth.  Smart one mile of the highway is designated as smart growth.  Smart 
growth is defined as, within a onegrowth is defined as, within a one--quarter mile radius, there are quarter mile radius, there are 
housing densities greater than 20 dwelling units per acre and housing densities greater than 20 dwelling units per acre and 
employment densities greater than 45 employees per acre.employment densities greater than 45 employees per acre.””
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Total –
Land Use       
8 of 64 pts 
or 12.5%

Smart Growth  
3.75 points

Freeway Connectors StudyFreeway Connectors Study
Project Evaluation CriteriaProject Evaluation Criteria

Source: SANDAG MOBILITY 2030 RTP
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Freeway Connectors StudyFreeway Connectors Study
Project Evaluation CriteriaProject Evaluation Criteria

Segments of Freeway System are ranked Segments of Freeway System are ranked 
in the RTP for each criterionin the RTP for each criterion

““Compatibility with Smart GrowthCompatibility with Smart Growth””
described as: mode connectivity, transit described as: mode connectivity, transit 
use, proximity to transit stations and smart use, proximity to transit stations and smart 
growth areasgrowth areas
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Congestion           
5 points

Major Areas 
5 points 

Population & 
Employment 

Density          
5 points each

Activity Centers           
5 points

Total points - Land Use 
25 of 65 points or 38%

Transit ServicesTransit Services
Project Evaluation CriteriaProject Evaluation Criteria

Source: SANDAG MOBILITY 2030 RTP
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Transit ServicesTransit Services
Project Evaluation CriteriaProject Evaluation Criteria

Example of scoring method for each Example of scoring method for each 
criteria:criteria:

Source: SANDAG MOBILITY 2030 RTP
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SANDAG has begun next RTP updateSANDAG has begun next RTP update

Anticipated changes to criteria:Anticipated changes to criteria:
–– Affordable housing element will be added to the Affordable housing element will be added to the 

eligibility criteria instead of project evaluation criteria eligibility criteria instead of project evaluation criteria 
for Regional Arterialsfor Regional Arterials

–– ““Smart Growth Opportunity AreasSmart Growth Opportunity Areas”” will become future will become future 
determination in rankingsdetermination in rankings

Goal is to simplify all project evaluation criteria Goal is to simplify all project evaluation criteria 
and make all scoring methods consistentand make all scoring methods consistent

Case Study Case Study –– San Diego, CASan Diego, CA


